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In a remarkable piece of detective work, Shakespeare scholar James Bednarz traces the Bard's legendary wit-
combats with Ben Jonson to their source during the Poets' War. Bednarz offers the most thorough
reevaluation of this "War of the Theaters" since Harbage's Shakespeare and the Rival Traditions, revealing a
new vision of Shakespeare as a playwright intimately concerned with the production of his plays, the
opinions of his rivals, and the impact his works had on their original audiences. Rather than viewing
Shakespeare as an anonymous creator, Shakespeare and the Poets' War re-creates the contentious
entertainment industry that fostered his genius when he first began to write at the Globe in 1599.

Bednarz redraws the Poets' War as a debate on the social function of drama and the status of the dramatist
that involved not only Shakespeare and Jonson but also the lesser known John Marston and Thomas Dekker.
He shows how this controversy, triggered by Jonson's bold new dramatic experiments, directly influenced
the writing of As You Like It, Twelfth Night, Troilus and Cressida, and Hamlet, gave rise to the first modern
drama criticism in English, and shaped the way we still perceive Shakespeare today.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Smith:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Shakespeare and
the Poets' War is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Ray Shippee:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if
you want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the
Shakespeare and the Poets' War is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jose Laney:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled Shakespeare and the Poets' War can be very good book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Ronald Johnson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Shakespeare and the Poets' War that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to
pick Shakespeare and the Poets' War become your own personal starter.
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