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In June 1792, amidst the chaos of the French Revolution, two intrepid astronomers set out in opposite
directions on an extraordinary journey. Starting in Paris, Jean-Baptiste-Joseph Delambre would make his
way north to Dunkirk, while Pierre-François-André Méchain voyaged south to Barcelona. Their mission was
to measure the world, and their findings would help define the meter as one ten-millionth of the distance
between the pole and the equator—a standard that would be used “for all people, for all time.”

The Measure of All Things is the astonishing tale of one of history’s greatest scientific adventures. Yet
behind the public triumph of the metric system lies a secret error, one that is perpetuated in every subsequent
definition of the meter. As acclaimed historian and novelist Ken Alder discovered through his research, there
were only two people on the planet who knew the full extent of this error: Delambre and Méchain
themselves.

By turns a science history, detective tale, and human drama, The Measure of All Things describes a quest that
succeeded as it failed—and continues to enlighten and inspire to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Stevenson:

The book The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That Transformed the
World can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave a good thing like a book The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and
Hidden Error That Transformed the World? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That Transformed the
World has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

David Trudeau:

This The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That Transformed the World
tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this The
Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That Transformed the World can be one
of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That Transformed the World
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that
we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jose Said:

Typically the book The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That
Transformed the World has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get
a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of
write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this
book.

Dorothy Vinson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey
and Hidden Error That Transformed the World or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge.



In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Measure of All Things: The
Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That Transformed the World to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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