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Among maternal deities of the Greek pantheon, the Mother of the Gods was a paradox. She is variously
described as a devoted mother, a chaste wife, an impassioned lover, and a virgin daughter; she is said to be
both foreign and familiar to the Greeks. In this erudite and absorbing study, Mark Munn examines how the
cult of Mother of the Gods came from Phrygia and Lydia, where she was the mother of tyrants, to Athens,
where she protected the laws of the Athenian democracy. Analyzing the divergence of Greek and Asiatic
culture at the beginning of the classical era, Munn describes how Kybebe, the Lydian goddess who signified
fertility and sovereignty, assumed a different aspect to the Greeks when Lydia became part of the Persian
empire. Conflict and resolution were played out symbolically, he shows, and the goddess of Lydian tyranny
was eventually accepted by the Athenians as the Mother of the Gods, and as a symbol of their own
sovereignty.

This book elegantly illustrates how ancient divinities were not static types, but rather expressions of cultural
systems that responded to historical change. Presenting a new perspective on the context in which the
Homeric and Hesiodic epics were composed, Munn traces the transformation of the Asiatic deity who was
the goddess of Sacred Marriage among the Assyrians and Babylonians, equivalent to Ishtar. Among the
Lydians, she was the bride to tyrants and the mother of tyrants. To the Greeks, she was Aphrodite. An
original and compelling consideration of the relations between the Greeks and the dominant powers of
western Asia, The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia is the first thorough examination of
the way that religious cult practice and thought influenced political activities during and after the sixth and
fifth centuries B.C.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Crowe:

The book The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in Ancient
Religion give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Mother of the Gods,
Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in Ancient Religion to become your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like wide open and read a guide The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the
Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in Ancient Religion. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Chris Boos:

This The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in Ancient Religion
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Mother of the Gods, Athens,
and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in Ancient Religion without we recognize teach the one
who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry The Mother of the
Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in Ancient Religion can bring once you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even telephone. This The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of
Sovereignty in Ancient Religion having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Wayne Kong:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Mother of
the Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in Ancient Religion suitable to you? The
actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Mother of the Gods,
Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in Ancient Religionis the main of several books
that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots
of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Kenneth Connolly:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the



Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in Ancient Religion book written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still doubt The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in Ancient
Religion as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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