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Baghdad: The City in Verse captures the essence of life lived in one of the world's great enduring
metropolises. In this unusual anthology, Reuven Snir offers original translations of more than 170 Arabic
poems--most of them appearing for the first time in English--which represent a cross-section of genres and
styles from the time of Baghdad's founding in the eighth century to the present day. The diversity of the
fabled city is reflected in the Bedouin, Muslim, Christian, Kurdish, and Jewish poets featured here, including
writers of great renown and others whose work has survived but whose names are lost to history.

Through the prism of these poems, readers glimpse many different Baghdads: the city built on ancient
Sumerian ruins, the epicenter of Arab culture and Islam's Golden Age under the enlightened rule of Harun
al-Rashid, the bombed-out capital of Saddam Hussein's fallen regime, the American occupation, and life in a
new but unstable Iraq. With poets as our guides, we visit bazaars, gardens, wine parties, love scenes (worldly
and mystical), brothels, prisons, and palaces. Startling contrasts emerge as the day-to-day cacophony of
urban life is juxtaposed with eternal cycles of the Tigris, and hellish winds, mosquitoes, rain, floods, snow,
and earthquakes are accompanied by somber reflections on invasions and other catastrophes.

Documenting the city's 1,250-year history, Baghdad: The City in Verse shows why poetry has been aptly
called the public register of the Arabs.
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From reader reviews:

Coralee Lowe:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Baghdad: The City in Verse why because the amazing
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Thomas Rojas:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Baghdad: The City in Verse this guide consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when
he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Susan Negri:

Beside this Baghdad: The City in Verse in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Baghdad: The City in Verse because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book
but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!

Wesley Baker:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and Baghdad: The City in Verse or others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes Baghdad: The City in Verse to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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