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For a man who insisted that life on the public stage was not what he had in mind, Thomas Jefferson certainly
spent a great deal of time in the spotlight--and not only during his active political career. After 1809, his
longed-for retirement was compromised by a steady stream of guests and tourists who made of his estate at
Monticello a virtual hotel, as well as by more than one thousand letters per year, most from strangers, which
he insisted on answering personally. In his twilight years Jefferson was already taking on the luster of a
national icon, which was polished off by his auspicious death (on July 4, 1896); and in the subsequent
seventeen decades of his celebrity--now verging, thanks to virulent revisionists and television documentaries,
on notoriety--has been inflated beyond recognition of the original person.

For the historian Joseph J. Ellis, the experience of writing about Jefferson was "as if a pathologist, just about
to begin an autopsy, has discovered that the body on the operating table was still breathing." In American
Sphinx, Ellis sifts the facts shrewdly from the legends and the rumors, treading a path between vilification
and hero worship in order to formulate a plausible portrait of the man who still today "hover[s] over the
political scene like one of those dirigibles cruising above a crowded football stadium, flashing words of
inspiration to both teams." For, at the grass roots, Jefferson is no longer liberal or conservative, agrarian or
industrialist, pro- or anti-slavery, privileged or populist. He is all things to all people. His own obliviousness
to incompatible convictions within himself (which left him deaf to most forms of irony) has leaked out into
the world at large--a world determined to idolize him despite his foibles.

From Ellis we learn that Jefferson sang incessantly under his breath; that he delivered only two public
speeches in eight years as president, while spending ten hours a day at his writing desk; that sometimes his
political sensibilities collided with his domestic agenda, as when he ordered an expensive piano from
London during a boycott (and pledged to "keep it in storage"). We see him relishing such projects as the
nailery at Monticello that allowed him to interact with his slaves more palatably, as pseudo-employer to
pseudo-employees. We grow convinced that he preferred to meet his lovers in the rarefied region of his mind
rather than in the actual bedchamber. We watch him exhibiting both great depth and great shallowness,
combining massive learning with extraordinary naïveté, piercing insights with self-deception on the grandest
scale. We understand why we should neither beatify him nor consign him to the rubbish heap of history,
though we are by no means required to stop loving him. He is Thomas Jefferson, after all--our very own
sphinx.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Livingston:

With other case, little persons like to read book American Sphinx. You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book American Sphinx. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

Sandra Gregory:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is American Sphinx.

Adelina Foreman:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
your account is American Sphinx this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world
now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is
why this book acceptable all of you.

Violet Iverson:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book American Sphinx to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and studying
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the book
American Sphinx can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of this time.
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