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Since the end of the nineteenth century, city planners have aspired not only to improve the physical living
conditions of urban residents but also to strengthen civic ties through better design of built environments.
From Ebenezer Howard and his vision for garden cities to today's New Urbanists, these visionaries have
sought to deepen civitas, or the shared community of citizens.

In Civitas by Design, historian Howard Gillette, Jr., takes a critical look at this planning tradition, examining
a wide range of environmental interventions and their consequences over the course of the twentieth century.
As American reform efforts moved from progressive idealism through the era of government urban renewal
programs to the rise of faith in markets, planners attempted to cultivate community in places such as Forest
Hills Gardens in Queens, New York; Celebration, Florida; and the post-Katrina Gulf Coast. Key
figures—including critics Lewis Mumford and Oscar Newman, entrepreneur James Rouse, and housing
reformer Catherine Bauer—introduced concepts such as neighborhood units, pedestrian shopping malls, and
planned communities that were implemented on a national scale. Many of the buildings, landscapes, and
infrastructures that planners envisioned still remain, but frequently these physical designs have proven
insufficient to sustain the ideals they represented. Will contemporary urbanists' efforts to join social justice
with environmentalism generate better results? Gillette places the work of reformers and designers in the
context of their times, providing a careful analysis of the major ideas and trends in urban planning for current
and future policy makers.
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From reader reviews:

April Young:

The book Civitas by Design: Building Better Communities, from the Garden City to the New Urbanism
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make studying a book Civitas by Design: Building Better Communities, from the Garden City to the
New Urbanism to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a
publication Civitas by Design: Building Better Communities, from the Garden City to the New Urbanism.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Teresa Thomas:

The book Civitas by Design: Building Better Communities, from the Garden City to the New Urbanism can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing
like a book Civitas by Design: Building Better Communities, from the Garden City to the New Urbanism?
Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Civitas by Design: Building Better
Communities, from the Garden City to the New Urbanism has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Kathe Waller:

Civitas by Design: Building Better Communities, from the Garden City to the New Urbanism can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Civitas by Design: Building Better Communities, from the Garden City to the New
Urbanism nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new
stage of crucial thinking.

David Fern:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Civitas by Design: Building Better Communities,
from the Garden City to the New Urbanism can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this



one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Civitas by Design: Building Better Communities, from the Garden City to the New Urbanism.
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