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Carl Schmitt ranks among the most original and controversial political thinkers of the twentieth century. His
incisive criticisms of Enlightenment political thought and liberal political practice remain as shocking and
significant today as when they first appeared in Weimar Germany. Unavailable in English until now,
Legality and Legitimacy was composed in 1932, in the midst of the crisis that would lead to the collapse of
the Weimar Republic and only a matter of months before Schmitt’s collaboration with the Nazis. In this
important work, Schmitt questions the political viability of liberal constitutionalism, parliamentary
government, and the rule of law. Liberal governments, he argues, cannot respond effectively to challenges by
radical groups like the Nazis or Communists. Only a presidential regime subject to few, if any, practical
limitations can ensure domestic security in a highly pluralistic society.

Legality and Legitimacy is sure to provide a compelling reference point in contemporary debates over the
challenges facing constitutional democracies today. In addition to Jeffrey Seitzer’s translation of the 1932
text itself, this volume contains his translation of Schmitt’s 1958 commentary on the work, extensive
explanatory notes, and an appendix including selected articles of the Weimar constitution. John P.
McCormick’s introduction places Legality and Legitimacy in its historical context, clarifies some of the
intricacies of the argument, and ultimately contests Schmitt’s claims regarding the inherent weakness of
parliamentarism, constitutionalism, and the rule of law.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Shrout:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Legality and
Legitimacy? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Robert Cobb:

Here thing why this kind of Legality and Legitimacy are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Legality and Legitimacy giving you information deeper since different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Legality and Legitimacy. It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even
in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of Legality and Legitimacy in e-book can be your alternative.

Gayle Oconnell:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Legality and Legitimacy book is readable by means of you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Legality
and Legitimacy content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Legality and
Legitimacy is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

John Bergeron:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Legality and
Legitimacy is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.
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