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THE LURE OF PERFECTION: FASHION AND BALLET, 1780-1830 offers a unique look at how ballet
influenced contemporary fashion and women's body image, and how street fashions in turn were reflected by
the costumes worn by ballet dancers. Through years of research, the author has traced the interplay between
fashion, social trends, and the development of dance. During the 18th century, women literally took up twice
as much space as men; their billowing dresses ballooned out from their figures, sometimes a full 55 inches,
to display costly jewelry and fine brocade work; similar costumes appeared on stage. But clothing also
limited her movement; it literally disabled them, making the dances themselves little more than tableaux.
Movement was further inhibited by high shoes and tight corsets; thus the image of the rigidly straight, long-
lined dancer is as much a product of clothing as aesthetics. However, with changing times came new trends.
An increased interest in natural movement and the common folk led to less-restrictive clothing. As viewers
demanded more virtuosic dancers, women literally danced their way to freedom.

THE LURE OF PERFECTION will interest students of dance and cultural history, and women's studies. It is
a fascinating, well-researched look at the interplay of fashion, dance, and culture-still very much a part of our
world today.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Howard:

This book untitled The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830 to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Arnulfo Walls:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Lure of Perfection:
Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830 which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Donald Pate:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and Ballet, 1780-
1830 can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and
Ballet, 1780-1830.

Charles Frye:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830 we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The Lure of Perfection: Fashion
and Ballet, 1780-1830. You can more desirable than now.
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