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Gershom Scholem was the master builder of historical studies of the Kabbalah. When he began to work on
this neglected field, the few who studied these texts were either amateurs who were looking for occult
wisdom, or old-style Kabbalists who were seeking guidance on their spiritual journeys. His work broke with
the outlook of the scholars of the previous century in Judaica—die Wissenschaft des Judentums, the Science
of Judaism—whose orientation he rejected, calling their “disregard for the most vital aspects of the Jewish
people as a collective entity: a form of “censorship of the Jewish past.” The major founders of modern
Jewish historical studies in the nineteenth century, Leopold Zunz and Abraham Geiger, had ignored the
Kabbalah; it did not fit into their account of the Jewish religion as rational and worthy of respect by
“enlightened” minds. The only exception was the historian Heinrich Graetz. He had paid substantial attention
to its texts and to their most explosive exponent, the false Messiah Sabbatai Zevi, but Graetz had depicted
the Kabbalah and all that flowed from it as an unworthy revolt from the underground of Jewish life against
its reasonable, law-abiding, and learned mainstream. Scholem conducted a continuing polemic with Zunz,
Geiger, and Graetz by bringing into view a Jewish past more varied, more vital, and more interesting than
any idealized portrait could reveal.
—from the Foreword by Arthur Hertzberg, 1995
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hale:

The book The Messianic Idea in Judaism: And Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book The Messianic Idea in Judaism: And Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality being your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a reserve The Messianic Idea in
Judaism: And Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve
or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Dorothy Bernstein:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one along with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Messianic Idea in Judaism: And Other
Essays on Jewish Spirituality is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Mary Richie:

The book untitled The Messianic Idea in Judaism: And Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Mathew Jones:

This The Messianic Idea in Judaism: And Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality is completely new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of
digest in reading this The Messianic Idea in Judaism: And Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone.
These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as



knowledge.
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