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Marlena de Blasi, the acclaimed author of such delectable memoirs as A Thousand Days in Venice and
That Summer in Sicily, now brings her luminous prose to the world of fiction with this remarkable debut
novel. Set against the backdrop of Europe as it moves inexorably toward World War II, Amandine follows a
young orphan’s journey in search of her heritage.

The story opens in Krakow in 1931, as a baby girl is conceived out of wedlock, the byproduct of a foolish
heart and a tragic inheritance. The child’s grandmother, a countess, believes that she is protecting her
daughter when she claims that the baby didn’t survive. In truth, however, she deposits the infant at a remote
convent in the French countryside, leaving her with a great sum of money and in the care of a young
governess named Solange.

Solange takes it upon herself to give the child a distinctive name, Amandine, and the two form a special
bond. But even Solange’s unconditional love cannot protect her charge. Mistrusted by both the abbess and
the convent girls, the unusually astute and curious Amandine finds her childhood filled with challenges and
questions: Who is she? Where does she come from?
   
Eventually, Solange is forced to choose between the terrors of the convent and those of a global war looming
outside its doors. Thus, with a purseful of worthless francs and a sack of provisions, the two flee north
toward Solange’s childhood home. But what should have been a two-day journey by train becomes a
perilous, years-long odyssey across Occupied France—and deeper into the treacheries of war.

Tracing the flight of Amandine and Solange while peering into the lives of the countess and her daughter,
Amandine’s mother, who still mourns and dreams of the child she thinks she lost forever, Marlena de Blasi’s
epic novel winds its way toward a dramatic and compelling conclusion, as mother and daughter draw ever
nearer. Amandine is a sumptuous tale of identity and survival, persistent hope and unexpected love.
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From reader reviews:

Genoveva Johnson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great and important the book Amandine: A Novel. All type of book are you able to
see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Mary Block:

Here thing why that Amandine: A Novel are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not.
Amandine: A Novel giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no book that similar with Amandine: A Novel. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Amandine: A Novel in e-book can be your
substitute.

Connie Hockaday:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Amandine: A Novel which is
having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Nancy Williams:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Amandine: A Novel when you needed it?
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