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Missing the Big Picture is an autobiographical coming of age story about one man’s struggle with mental
illness and suicidal thoughts, his eventual college graduation, and his career as a comedian. Comedian Luke
G. Donovan is the product of a single parent home with a mentally ill grandmother. Bullied and abused by
classmates and faced with inappropriate and unprofessional faculty members in high school, he finally has a
great first year of college, but continues to hear voices and have suicidal thoughts. But through it all he
perseveres to earn his degree, work as a registered nurse, and become an award winning stand-up comedy
performer. A story as harrowing as it is hopeful, Donovan delivers it all with a humbling dose of self-
confidence and humor that is enthralling and inspirational. For Luke G. Donovan, life in Albany is, as Erma
Bombeck famously said, “like a bowl of cherries”—and he is indeed in the pits. After being a product of an
estranged household, and finding his home life stigmatizing in his Catholic military high school, he is the
recipient of bullying from classmates and inappropriate and unprofessional faculty members. Ultimately he
transfers to a public school, but only continues to have difficulty relating to classmates. A people pleaser by
nature, he is consistently taken advantage of, picked on, and unhappy with whom he is and how he looks.
From the age of eighteen through his graduation from college, Donovan hears voices in his mind, voices that
lead to thoughts of suicide. Through perseverance and courage, however, he is able to emerge from these
trying times as a registered nurse. And as he continues to grow as a person, he begins to understand what he
calls the big picture: self-confidence, compassion for others, and a positive, realistic attitude. And instead of
letting anger at his treatment consume him, he uses it to help heal himself and others with laughter. Shining
light on a litany of taboo subjects, Donovan illuminates the profound truth that relationships, friendships,
peer pressure, and body image are not gender issues—rather they are human issues. A powerful, inspirational
coming of age journey, Missing the Big Picture shatters stereotypes as it teaches tolerance and acceptance.
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From reader reviews:

Marcella Aragon:

This Missing the Big Picture (Volume 1) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The reason of this Missing the Big Picture (Volume 1) can be on the list of great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that maybe
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Missing the Big Picture (Volume 1)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Andre Smith:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Missing the Big Picture (Volume
1), you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Reuben Beaubien:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer might be Missing the Big Picture (Volume 1) why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.

Larry Strickland:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Missing the Big Picture
(Volume 1) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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