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The little known story of perhaps the most productive Congress in US history, the First Federal Congress of
1789–1791.

The First Congress was the most important in US history, says prizewinning author and historian Fergus
Bordewich, because it established how our government would actually function. Had it failed—as many at
the time feared it would—it’s possible that the United States as we know it would not exist today.

The Constitution was a broad set of principles. It was left to the members of the First Congress and President
George Washington to create the machinery that would make the government work. Fortunately, James
Madison, John Adams, Alexander Hamilton, and others less well known today, rose to the occasion. During
two years of often fierce political struggle, they passed the first ten amendments to the Constitution; they
resolved bitter regional rivalries to choose the site of the new national capital; they set in place the procedure
for admitting new states to the union; and much more. But the First Congress also confronted some issues
that remain to this day: the conflict between states’ rights and the powers of national government; the proper
balance between legislative and executive power; the respective roles of the federal and state judiciaries; and
funding the central government. Other issues, such as slavery, would fester for decades before being
resolved.

The First Congress tells the dramatic story of the two remarkable years when Washington, Madison, and
their dedicated colleagues struggled to successfully create our government, an achievement that has lasted to
the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Morton:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The First Congress: How
James Madison, George Washington, and a Group of Extraordinary Men Invented the Government is kind of
e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Richard Davy:

Often the book The First Congress: How James Madison, George Washington, and a Group of Extraordinary
Men Invented the Government will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The First Congress: How James Madison, George Washington, and a Group of
Extraordinary Men Invented the Government is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Bobby Kile:

This The First Congress: How James Madison, George Washington, and a Group of Extraordinary Men
Invented the Government is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having bit of digest in reading this The First Congress: How James Madison, George Washington,
and a Group of Extraordinary Men Invented the Government can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Joyce Lynch:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
Among the books in the top record in your reading list is actually The First Congress: How James Madison,
George Washington, and a Group of Extraordinary Men Invented the Government. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking



upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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