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The Gay Archipelago is the first book-length exploration of the lives of gay men in Indonesia, the world's
fourth most populous nation and home to more Muslims than any other country. Based on a range of field
methods, it explores how Indonesian gay and lesbian identities are shaped by nationalism and globalization.
Yet the case of gay and lesbian Indonesians also compels us to ask more fundamental questions about how
we decide when two things are "the same" or "different." The book thus examines the possibilities of an
"archipelagic" perspective on sameness and difference.

Tom Boellstorff examines the history of homosexuality in Indonesia, and then turns to how gay and lesbian
identities are lived in everyday Indonesian life, from questions of love, desire, and romance to the places
where gay men and lesbian women meet. He also explores the roles of mass media, the state, and marriage in
gay and lesbian identities.

The Gay Archipelago is unusual in taking the whole nation-state of Indonesia as its subject, rather than the
ethnic groups usually studied by anthropologists. It is by looking at the nation in cultural terms, not just
political terms, that identities like those of gay and lesbian Indonesians become visible and understandable.
In doing so, this book addresses questions of sexuality, mass media, nationalism, and modernity with
implications throughout Southeast Asia and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

David Bolds:

The feeling that you get from The Gay Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia could be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but The Gay Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia giving
you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The Gay
Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia instantly.

Lourdes Tyner:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The Gay
Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia.

Lynne Silva:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Gay Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in
Indonesia can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Gay Archipelago:
Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia.

Heather Robertson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called
of book The Gay Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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