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In the first 1,000 years after Christ, merchants, missionaries, monks, mendicants, and military men traveled
on the vast network of Central Asian tracks that became known as the Silk Road. Linking Europe, India, and
the Far East, the route passed through many countries and many settlements, from the splendid city of
Samarkand to tiny desert hamlets. Susan Whitfield creates a rich and varied portrait of life along the greatest
trade route in history in a vivid, lively, and learned account that spans the eighth through the tenth centuries.
Recounting the lives of ten individuals who lived at different times during this period, Whitfield draws on
contemporary sources and uses firsthand accounts whenever possible to reconstruct the history of the route
through the personal experiences of these characters.

Life along the Silk Road brings alive the now ruined and sand-covered desert towns and their inhabitants.
Readers encounter an Ulghur nomad from the Gobi Desert accompanying a herd of steppe ponies for sale to
the Chinese state; Ah-long, widow of a prosperous merchant, now reduced to poverty and forced to resort to
law and charity to survive; and the Chinese princess sent as part of a diplomatic deal to marry a Turkish
kaghan. In the process we learn about women's lives, modes of communication, weapons, types of cosmetics,
methods of treating altitude sickness in the Tibetan army, and ways that merchants cheated their customers.
Throughout the narrative, Whitfield conveys a strong sense of what life was like for ordinary men and
women on the Silk Road--everyone from itinerant Buddhist monks, to Zoroastrians and Nestorian Christians
seeking converts among the desert settlers, to storytellers, musicians, courtesans, diviners, peddlers, and
miracle-workers who offered their wares in the marketplaces and at temple fairs. A work of great
scholarship, Life along the Silk Road is at the same time extremely accessible and entertaining.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

The book Life Along the Silk Road give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Life Along the Silk Road for being your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a publication Life
Along the Silk Road. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Mike Gray:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Life Along the Silk Road book is readable simply by you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Life Along the Silk Road
content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Life Along the Silk Road is not loveable
to be your top checklist reading book?

Annie Hiatt:

The particular book Life Along the Silk Road has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research
previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Dawn Brown:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. With the book Life Along the Silk Road we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Life Along the Silk Road. You can more
inviting than now.
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