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Lover in the Nobody by Jonathan Harnisch
(Reviewed: December, 2015)
Equal parts existential nihilism and fetishistic erotica, this darkly hypnotic novel--in which the lines between
reality and delusion are hopelessly blurred--chronicles a mentally ill man's search for meaning in his life, or
at least some kind of profound corporeal satisfaction.
Georgie Gust, who has Tourette's syndrome and may be schizophrenic, is also a hardcore masochist and foot
fetishist and believes that finding the "everlasting orgasm" is what he needs to change his life. The son of
independently wealthy parents, Gust has frequented kinky sex clubs for years without any real fulfillment.
But when he becomes enamored with his next-door neighbor--a middle-aged paramedic named Claudia--he
offers to pay her to be his torturer, his "personal trainer in pain."
But the fiery redhead takes her job a little too seriously and the humiliation quickly escalates to brutal, life-
threatening assaults. His alluring dominatrix with the "perfect, long, skinny toes" is quickly transformed into
a psychotic madwoman who is systematically destroying his life: "...that bitch, that whore, that woman I love
and hate. She created a paradise and then set it aflame. She is my world and its end, my kinky sex goddess,
my creepy-crawly nemesis."
The brilliance of this storyline--and it is brilliant--is in the author's use of the unreliable narrator. The novel
begins with Gust in a psych ward after an apparent suicide attempt. As his story unfolds, the reader is
introduced to Ben, who may be Gust's limo driver, a figment of his imagination, or an alter ego. The reader is
never quite sure until the very end -- when a bombshell revelation turns the entire narrative upside down.
Lover in the Nobody is a poignant exploration into the world of mental illness that is simultaneously deeply
disturbing and salaciously spellbinding. It is sure to resonate with readers long after the last page is turned.
-- BlueInk Review
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From reader reviews:

Otis Thompson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Lover in the
Nobody is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

William Lee:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Lover in the Nobody as the daily resource information.

William Grant:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is Lover in the Nobody.

Bryant Davidson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Lover in the Nobody this book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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