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Despite heightened partisanship in the U.S. Congress and constituencies split along ideological lines,
congressional representatives frequently buck their parties and seldom do precisely what voters ask. In
Personal Roots of Representation, Barry Burden challenges standard explanations of legislative preferences
to emphasize the important role that personal influences play in representatives' voting behavior.

This timely book is the first to examine the extent to which the very same values, experiences, and interests
that shape congressional members as individuals and guide their own life choices similarly shape their
policymaking decisions. Burden takes a close look at legislative decision making in the areas of tobacco
regulation, vouchers and school choice, and religion and bioethics. He finds that personal factors become
more significant when legislators are acting proactively rather than reactively, grappling with specific policy
issues, and defending rather than challenging the status quo. Marshaling both qualitative and quantitative
evidence, Burden reveals that the personal roots of representatives' actions can be as influential as the usual
suspects of partisanship and constituency--and that personal factors quite often have the greatest impact
when the policymaking stakes are at their highest.

Personal Roots of Representation is a provocative book that raises pressing new questions about legislative
discretion and the accountability of our elected officials.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Hairston:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Personal Roots of Representation. Try to make the book Personal
Roots of Representation as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Gail Boutwell:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Personal Roots of
Representation to read.

Sheila Dickerson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Personal Roots of Representation can be great book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Adam Hay:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be Personal Roots of Representation. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you
can get many advantages.
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