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How can intense religious beliefs coexist with pluralism in America today? Examining the role of the
religious imagination in contemporary religious practice and in some of the best-known works of American
literature from the past fifty years, Postmodern Belief shows how belief for its own sake--a belief absent of
doctrine--has become an answer to pluralism in a secular age. Amy Hungerford reveals how imaginative
literature and religious practices together allow novelists, poets, and critics to express the formal elements of
language in transcendent terms, conferring upon words a religious value independent of meaning.

Hungerford explores the work of major American writers, including Allen Ginsberg, Don DeLillo, Cormac
McCarthy, Toni Morrison, and Marilynne Robinson, and links their unique visions to the religious worlds
they touch. She illustrates how Ginsberg's chant-infused 1960s poetry echoes the tongue-speaking of
Charismatic Christians, how DeLillo reimagines the novel and the Latin Mass, why McCarthy's prose
imitates the Bible, and why Morrison's fiction needs the supernatural. Uncovering how literature and religion
conceive of a world where religious belief can escape confrontations with other worldviews, Hungerford
corrects recent efforts to discard the importance of belief in understanding religious life, and argues that
belief in belief itself can transform secular reading and writing into a religious act.

Honoring the ways in which people talk about and practice religion, Postmodern Belief highlights the claims
of the religious imagination in twentieth-century American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Delatorre:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Postmodern Belief: American Literature
and Religion since 1960 (20/21). All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Linda Livingston:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Postmodern Belief: American Literature and Religion
since 1960 (20/21) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Maritza Kress:

Often the book Postmodern Belief: American Literature and Religion since 1960 (20/21) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Daniel Young:

Precisely why? Because this Postmodern Belief: American Literature and Religion since 1960 (20/21) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.
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