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On the first anniversary of his election to the papacy, Leo the Great stood before the assembly of bishops
convening in Rome and forcefully asserted his privileged position as the heir of Peter the Apostle. This
declaration marked the beginning of a powerful tradition: the Bishop of Rome would henceforth leverage the
cult of St. Peter, and the popular association of St. Peter with the city itself, to his advantage. In The
Invention of Peter, George E. Demacopoulos examines this Petrine discourse, revealing how the link
between the historic Peter and the Roman Church strengthened, shifted, and evolved during the papacies of
two of the most creative and dynamic popes of late antiquity, ultimately shaping medieval Christianity as we
now know it.

By emphasizing the ways in which this rhetoric of apostolic privilege was employed, extended, transformed,
or resisted between the reigns of Leo the Great and Gregory the Great, Demacopoulos offers an alternate
account of papal history that challenges the dominant narrative of an inevitable and unbroken rise in papal
power from late antiquity through the Middle Ages. He unpacks escalating claims to ecclesiastical authority,
demonstrating how this rhetoric, which almost always invokes a link to St. Peter, does not necessarily
represent actual power or prestige but instead reflects moments of papal anxiety and weakness. Through its
nuanced examination of an array of episcopal activity—diplomatic, pastoral, political, and
administrative—The Invention of Peter offers a new perspective on the emergence of papal authority and
illuminates the influence that Petrine discourse exerted on the survival and exceptional status of the Bishop
of Rome.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Tillman:

Why? Because this The Invention of Peter: Apostolic Discourse and Papal Authority in Late Antiquity
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting
for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other
book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Rachel Robbins:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Invention of Peter: Apostolic
Discourse and Papal Authority in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) that give
your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the way for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person.
So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick The Invention of Peter:
Apostolic Discourse and Papal Authority in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion)
become your current starter.

Alice Navarro:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Invention of Peter: Apostolic Discourse and Papal Authority in Late
Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) can make you feel more interested to read.

Ryan Fox:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Invention of Peter: Apostolic Discourse and
Papal Authority in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) to make your current
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading.



Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve The
Invention of Peter: Apostolic Discourse and Papal Authority in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing
of these time.
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