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A veil of secrecy surrounds Mormon temple worship. While officially intended to preserve the sacredness of
the experience, the silence leaves many Latter-day Saints mystified. What are the derivation and
development of the holy endowment, and if these were known, would the experience be more meaningful?
Modern parishioners lack context to interpret the arcane and syncretistic elements of the symbolism.

For instance, David Buerger traces the evolution of the initiatory rites, including the New Testament-like
foot washings, which originated in the Ohio period of Mormon history; the more elaborate Old Testament-
like washings and anointings, which began in Illinois and were performed in large bathtubs, with oil poured
over the initiate’s head; and the vestigial contemporary sprinkling and dabbing, which were begun in Utah.
He shows why the dramatic portions of the ceremony blend anachronistic events—an innovation foreign to
the original drama.

Buerger addresses the abandonment of the adoption sealing, which once linked unrelated families, and the
near-disappearance of the second anointing, which is the crowning ordinance of the temple. He notes other
recent changes as well. Biblical models, Masonic prototypes, folk beliefs, and frontier resourcefulness all
went into the creation of this highest form of Mormon Temple worship. Diary entries and other primary
sources document its evolution.  
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From reader reviews:

Barbie Brookins:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Mysteries of Godliness: A
History of Mormon Temple Worship, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy
it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Kerry Erdman:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Mysteries of Godliness: A History of Mormon
Temple Worship can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have point
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have
The Mysteries of Godliness: A History of Mormon Temple Worship.

Reta Zimmer:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide The Mysteries of Godliness: A History of Mormon Temple
Worship was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.

Teresa White:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the The Mysteries of Godliness: A History of Mormon Temple Worship when you desired it?
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