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Antony and Cleopatra dramatizes a major event in world history: the founding of the Roman Empire. The
future first emperor, Octavius Caesar (later called Augustus Caesar), cold-bloodedly manipulates other
characters and exercises iron control over himself.

At first, he shares power with Mark Antony, Rome’s preeminent military leader, and the weaker Lepidus.
Caesar needs Antony to fend off other Roman strongmen like Pompey; he even offers his sister Octavia to
him as a bride, despite Antony’s reputation as a libertine and his past rivalry with Caesar. Once Caesar
defeats Pompey, however, he needs no allies. He brings charges against Lepidus, denies Antony his spoils
from Pompey’s defeat, and seizes cities in the eastern Roman colonies that Antony rules.

The play’s emphasis, however, is on those whom Caesar defeats: Antony and his wealthy Egyptian ally,
Queen Cleopatra. The play does not sugarcoat Antony and Cleopatra’s famous love affair, including her
calculated attempts to seduce Antony from his duties and his rage when he thinks she has betrayed him to
Caesar. Nonetheless, the lovers find such sensual and emotional satisfaction that Caesar’s world conquest
seems smaller than what they find in each other.

The authoritative edition of Antony and Cleopatra from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and
widely used Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play

-Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the play

-Scene-by-scene plot summaries

-A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases

-An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language

-An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play

-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books

-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Cynthia Marshall

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s largest collection of
Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to
exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Weatherspoon:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare
Library). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare Library). You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Chad West:

The publication with title Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare Library) has a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Jeffrey Garner:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare Library) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get just before. The Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare Library) giving you
another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life with
this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Karen Bergeron:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare Library)
can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare Library).
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