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From the divine to the double standard, from Vestal Virgins to the new Power Virgins, a fascinating,
wide-ranging historical exploration of celibacy and celibates.

Florence Nightingale was one. So was Sir Isaac Newton. A monk vows to be one. A prisoner is forced to
become one. History is full of people who were avowed celibates; contemporary society reflects a renewed
interest in celibacy. But what caused'and still causes'people to give up sex, the very thing that has driven,
fascinated, troubled and delighted most other people?

In this timely and lively look at celibacy from both a historical and contemporary perspective, Elizabeth
Abbott (who has experience in both single and double beds) lays to rest the commonly held view that
celibacy is a predominantly religious concept, of little concern to the lay people of the world. As she
explains, celibacy is a "timeless, worldwide phenomenon" that transcends history, culture and religion.
Celibacy is also a multi-layered phenomenon full of telling and surprising insights into our sexual desires
and drives.

From the Vestal Virgins of Greek mythology who were entombed alive if they broke their vows, to the
practice of celibacy in order to conserve semen, from celibacy as a guarantee for marriage, to involuntary
celibacy among prisoners, eunuchs, the unemployed and the clinically depressed, A History of Celibacy
offers an absorbing blend of information and explanation. Abbott puts a human face on celibacy, capturing
the anguish of the castrated boy destined for an operatic career, the ecstasy of the woman whose celibacy is
rewarded by erotic visions of Christ, and the anger of the bachelor doomed by the surplus of males in
contemporary China.

A book that unlocks some fascinating secrets on the state of chastity, A History of Celibacy will provoke
discussion among men and women everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Pinkham:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this History Of Celibacy Tpb
book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Bonnie Skelton:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them
is this History Of Celibacy Tpb.

Rebecca Stark:

History Of Celibacy Tpb can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing History Of Celibacy Tpb but doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Margaret Garcia:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is History Of Celibacy Tpb this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition
of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book.
That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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