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Sometime in April 1285, five Muslim horsemen crossed from the Islamic kingdom of Granada into the
realms of the Christian Crown of Aragon to meet with the king of Aragon, who showered them with gifts,
including sumptuous cloth and decorative saddles, for agreeing to enter the Crown’s service.

           

They were not the first or only Muslim soldiers to do so. Over the course of the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries, the Christian kings of Aragon recruited thousands of foreign Muslim soldiers to serve in their
armies and as members of their royal courts. Based on extensive research in Arabic, Latin, and Romance
sources, The Mercenary Mediterranean explores this little-known and misunderstood history. Far from
marking the triumph of toleration, Hussein Fancy argues, the alliance of Christian kings and Muslim soldiers
depended on and reproduced ideas of religious difference. Their shared history represents a unique
opportunity to reconsider the relation of medieval religion to politics, and to demonstrate how modern
assumptions about this relationship have impeded our understanding of both past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Beltran:

The feeling that you get from The Mercenary Mediterranean: Sovereignty, Religion, and Violence in the
Medieval Crown of Aragon is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more
you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Mercenary
Mediterranean: Sovereignty, Religion, and Violence in the Medieval Crown of Aragon giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through
anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that The Mercenary Mediterranean:
Sovereignty, Religion, and Violence in the Medieval Crown of Aragon instantly.

Jonathan Head:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Mercenary Mediterranean:
Sovereignty, Religion, and Violence in the Medieval Crown of Aragon that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick The
Mercenary Mediterranean: Sovereignty, Religion, and Violence in the Medieval Crown of Aragon become
your starter.

Daniel Butler:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Mercenary Mediterranean: Sovereignty, Religion, and Violence in the Medieval
Crown of Aragon we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative
person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life by this book The Mercenary Mediterranean: Sovereignty, Religion, and Violence
in the Medieval Crown of Aragon. You can more pleasing than now.

Tiara Arnold:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media



social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Mercenary Mediterranean: Sovereignty, Religion, and Violence in the Medieval Crown
of Aragon when you needed it?
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