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From Giuseppe Arcimboldo’s painting of the Holy Roman Emperor Rudolf II as a heap of fruits and
vegetables to artists depicting lavish banquets for wealthy patrons, food and art are remarkably intertwined.
In this richly illustrated book, Gillian Riley provides fresh insight into how the relationship between humans
and food has been portrayed in art from ancient times to the Renaissance.
           
Exploring a myriad of images including hunting scenes depicted in Egyptian Books of Hours and fruit in
Roman wall paintings and mosaics, Riley argues that works of art present us with historical information
about the preparation and preservation of food that written sources do not—for example, how meat, fish,
cheese, and vegetables were dried, salted, and smoked, or how honey was used to conserve fruit. She also
examines what these works reveal to us about how animals and plants were raised, cultivated, hunted,
harvested, and traded throughout history. Looking at the many connections between food, myth, and religion,
she surveys an array of artworks to answer questions such as whether the Golden Apples of the Hesperides
were in fact apples or instead quinces or oranges. She also tries to understand whether our perception of fruit
in Christian art is skewed by their symbolic meaning.
           
With 170 color images of fine art, illuminated manuscripts, mosaics, frescoes, stained glass, and funerary
monuments, Food in Art is an aesthetically pleasing and highly readable book for art buffs and foodies alike.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Spann:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Food in Art: From
Prehistory to the Renaissance? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jaime Worm:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Food in Art: From
Prehistory to the Renaissance is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Keith Cochran:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Food in Art: From
Prehistory to the Renaissance.

Marilyn Leonard:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Food in Art: From Prehistory to the
Renaissance reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Food in Art: From Prehistory to the
Renaissance as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can
break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come
on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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