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This is an account about the Gold Rush written by a woman who survived it. One of the most important and
memorable events of the United States’ westward push across the frontier came with the discovery of gold in
the lands that became California in January 1848. Located thousands of miles away from the country’s
power centers on the east coast at the time, the announcement came a month before the Mexican-American
War had ended, and among the very few Americans that were near the region at the time, many of them were
Army soldiers who were participating in the war and garrisoned there. San Francisco was still best known for
being a Spanish military and missionary outpost during the colonial era, and only a few hundred called it
home. Mexico’s independence, and its possession of those lands, had come only a generation earlier.
Everything changed almost literally overnight. While the Mexican-American War technically concluded
with a treaty in February 1948, the announcement brought an influx of an estimated 90,000 “Forty-Niners”
to the region in 1849, hailing from other parts of America and even as far away as Asia. All told, an
estimated 300,000 people would come to California over the next few years, as men dangerously trekked
thousands of miles in hopes of making a fortune, and in a span of months, San Francisco’s population
exploded, making it one of the first mining boomtowns to truly spring up in the West. This was a pattern that
would repeat itself across the West anytime a mineral discovery was made, from the Southwest and
Tombstone to the Dakotas and Deadwood. Of course, that was made possible by the collective memory of
the original California gold rush. Despite the mythology and the romantic portrayals that helped make the
California Gold Rush, most of the individuals who came to make a fortune struck out instead. The gold rush
was a boon to business interests, which ensured important infrastructure developments like the railroad and
the construction of westward paths, but ultimately, it also meant that big business reaped most of the profits
associated with mining the gold. While the Forty-Niners are often remembered for panning gold out of
mountain streams, it required advanced mining technology for most to make a fortune. Nevertheless, the
California Gold Rush became an emblem of the American Dream, and the notion that Americans could
obtain untold fortunes regardless of their previous social status. As historian H.W. Brands said of the impact
the gold rush had on Americans at the time, “The old American Dream ... was the dream of the Puritans, of
Benjamin Franklin's ‘Poor Richard’... of men and women content to accumulate their modest fortunes a little
at a time, year by year by year. The new dream was the dream of instant wealth, won in a twinkling by
audacity and good luck… [it] became a prominent part of the American psyche only after Sutter's Mill.”
While the gold rush may not have every Forty-Niner rich, the events still continue to influence the country’s
collective mentality.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Miller:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is usually
Luzena Stanley Wilson '49er: Her Memoirs as Taken Down by Her Daughter in 1881.

Beth Kelly:

Beside this kind of Luzena Stanley Wilson '49er: Her Memoirs as Taken Down by Her Daughter in 1881 in
your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Luzena Stanley Wilson '49er: Her Memoirs as Taken Down
by Her Daughter in 1881 because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Agatha Draper:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of several books in the top checklist in your reading list is Luzena Stanley Wilson '49er: Her Memoirs
as Taken Down by Her Daughter in 1881. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get
you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Tamara Reams:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the book
Luzena Stanley Wilson '49er: Her Memoirs as Taken Down by Her Daughter in 1881 we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Only choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Luzena
Stanley Wilson '49er: Her Memoirs as Taken Down by Her Daughter in 1881. You can more inviting than
now.
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