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The true history of a legendary American folk hero

In the 1820s, a fellow named Sam Patch grew up in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, working there (when he wasn't
drinking) as a mill hand for one of America's new textile companies. Sam made a name for himself one day
by jumping seventy feet into the tumultuous waters below Pawtucket Falls. When in 1827 he repeated the
stunt in Paterson, New Jersey, another mill town, an even larger audience gathered to cheer on the daredevil
they would call the "Jersey Jumper." Inevitably, he went to Niagara Falls, where in 1829 he jumped not once
but twice in front of thousands who had paid for a good view.

The distinguished social historian Paul E. Johnson gives this deceptively simple story all its deserved
richness, revealing in its characters and social settings a virtual microcosm of Jacksonian America. He also
relates the real jumper to the mythic Sam Patch who turned up as a daring moral hero in the works of
Hawthorne and Melville, in London plays and pantomimes, and in the spotlight with Davy Crockett-a Sam
Patch who became the namesake of Andrew Jackson's favorite horse.

In his shrewd and powerful analysis, Johnson casts new light on aspects of American society that we may
have overlooked or underestimated. This is innovative American history at its best.
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From reader reviews:

Johnathan Fuller:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Michael Becker:

This book untitled Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Helen Rios:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper this publication consist a lot of the information from
the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when
he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Gene Taylor:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By book Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To
become creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper. You can more
appealing than now.
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