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What Greek tragedy and German philosophy reveal about the meaning of art for ethical life.

"Schmidt’s investigation of tragedy is a highly significant, powerful work, one with far-reaching
consequences. It bears on our understanding of the role of the arts and of philosophical thinking in our
culture."
?Rodolphe Gasché

In this illuminating work, Dennis J. Schmidt examines tragedy as one of the highest forms of human
expression for both the ancients and the moderns. While uncovering the specifically Greek nature of tragedy
as an exploration of how to live an ethical life, Schmidt’s elegant and penetrating readings of Greek texts
show that it was the beauty of Greek tragic art that led Kant and other German thinkers to appreciate the
relationship between tragedy and ethics. The Germans, however, gave this relationship a distinctly German
interpretation. Through the Greeks, the Germans reflected on the enigmas of ethical life and asked innovative
questions about how to live an ethical life outside of the typical assumptions and restrictions of traditional
Western metaphysics. Schmidt’s engagements with Schelling, Hegel, Hölderlin, Nietzsche, and Heidegger
show how German philosophical appropriations of Greek tragedy conceived of ethics as moving beyond the
struggle between good and evil toward the discovery of community truths. Enlisting a wide range of literary
and philosophical texts, some translated into English for the first time, Schmidt reveals that contemporary
notions of tragedy, art, ethics, and truth are intimately linked to the Greeks.

Dennis J. Schmidt is Professor of Philosophy at Villanova University. He is author of The Ubiquity of the
Finite and translator of Ernst Bloch’s Natural Law and Human Dignity.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Deschamps:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name On Germans and
Other Greeks: Tragedy and Ethical Life suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in
this era. The actual book untitled On Germans and Other Greeks: Tragedy and Ethical Lifeis a single of
several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Brenda Wright:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the guide untitled On Germans and Other Greeks: Tragedy and Ethical Life
can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Ernesto Harrell:

Why? Because this On Germans and Other Greeks: Tragedy and Ethical Life is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Nicole Williams:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love On Germans and Other Greeks: Tragedy and Ethical
Life, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.
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