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A ‘Coming of Age’ novel about a 15 year old boy looking back on the last ten years of his life. He recounts
his experiences, happy and unhappy, and attempts to analyse how his experiences have shaped the person he
is now. From being an outsider, he learns to appreciate the value of family and kinship.

The story begins with a third-person narrative, in which we learn about Nik Baird’s mixed-race family
background. This narrative takes Nik to age 5, a time when he is bitterly unhappy. He considers himself a
loner and maps the reasons why.

A first-person narrative begins at age 7 when he discovers his extended family and forges strong ties with
Indian family members after spending a summer holiday with them in London. He recognises that Indian
culture, with its focus on family values, has many attractions for him.

A major trauma enters Nik’s life when his mother contracts cancer and nearly dies. This experience acts as a
catalyst to bring the family closer together and all is well for a while. The bond between Nik and his mother
is cemented by the holiday of a lifetime to Australia and India after which Nik settles into a happy family
routine, though he remains an outsider at school.

At school, Nik establishes a relationship with a girl called Suzie who has similar problems and experiences
to his own. However, Nik is disillusioned with his parents when they show disapproval of his relationship
with Suzie and he faces troubled times again. Now about fifteen years old, he goes off the rails and is forced
into a move to a new school as a corrective measure.

Trauma again when Nik’s Mum’s cancer recurs with devastating consequences. Mum refuses treatment,
recognising that she is facing death and not wishing to endure the pain of chemotherapy. After a last family
holiday together, she dies. The family, both immediate and extended, are now close in their shared grief.
However, there is more trouble for Nik when he and his father drift apart due to his father’s inability to cope
with his loss. Dad turns to alcohol as a way of coping but it has unfortunate consequences for him, his
business and his relationship with Nik. Nik becomes wayward at school experimenting with drugs. The
future begins to look grim.

Nik and Suzie decide to run away together and escape their miserable lives. Their adventure on the run is the
catalyst that eventually brings the families together again and everyone realises that a close family bond is all
that really matters. The novel ends on a very positive note and Nik looks forward to a happy future

Themes addressed in novel:
Growing up. Parent/child relationships. Boy/Girl relationships. Unhappiness. Loneliness. Ethnicity. Race
relations. Childhood. Adolescence. Rebellion. Alcohol/drug abuse. Illness, death and bereavement.
Importance of the family.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Denton:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Kith & Kin:
The boy with a penchant for sitting in corners.? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Christy Fowler:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Kith & Kin: The boy with a
penchant for sitting in corners.. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Sean Owens:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting on
the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Kith & Kin: The boy with a penchant for sitting in
corners. can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

David Fern:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Kith & Kin: The boy with a penchant for
sitting in corners..
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