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When General Douglas MacArthur arrived in Australia in March 1942, having successfully left the
Philippines to organize a new American army, he vowed, "I shall return!" More than two years later he did
return, at the head of a large U.S. army to retake the Philippines from the Japanese. The place of his re-
invasion was the central Philippine Island of Leyte. Much has been written about the naval Battle of Leyte
Gulf that his return provoked, but almost nothing has been written about the three-month long battle to seize
Leyte itself.

Originally intending to delay the advancing Americans, the Japanese high command decided to make Leyte
the "Decisive Battle" for the western Pacific and rushed crack Imperial Army units from Manchuria, Korea,
and Japan itself to halt and then overwhelm the Americans on Leyte. As were most battles in the Pacific, it
was a long, bloody, and brutal fight. As did the Japanese, the Americans were forced to rush in
reinforcements to compensate for the rapid increase in Japanese forces on Leyte.

This unique battle also saw a major Japanese counterattack?not a banzai charge, but a carefully thought-out
counteroffensive designed to push the Americans off the island and capture the elusive General MacArthur.
Both American and Japanese battalions spent days surrounded by the enemy, often until relieved or
overwhelmed. Under General Yamashita’s guidance it also saw a rare deployment of Japanese paratroopers
in conjunction with the ground assault offensive.

Finally there were more naval and air battles, all designed to protect or cover landing operations of friendly
forces. Leyte was a three-dimensional battle, fought with the best both sides had to offer, and did indeed
decide the fate of the Philippines in World War II.

REVIEWS

“…a highly detailed account of the ground fighting on Leyte from October 1944 through the spring of
1945…a comprehensive eye level picture of the fierce combat and the outstanding heroism of the soldiers
who fought there”
ARMY Magazine

"Finally, a definitive account of the battle that wrested the island of Leyte in the Philippines from the
Japanese in 1944 has emerged. Although much has been written about the U. S. Navy's role at Leyte, the
savage, bloody fighting that took place on land has been overlooked. Fulfilling his pledge to return after he
had been forced to leave the Philippines by PT-boat in early 1942, General Douglas MacArthur pushed the
idea of a return to the Philippines with the Joint Chiefs and President Franklin Roosevelt. MacArthur's
persistence paid off as soldiers from the Sixth Army, aided by Filipino Guerillas, fought the Japanese from
late October 1944 until the beginning of 1945. More than 200,000 Americans not only fought a seasoned
enemy but had to endure harsh tropical weather with its incessant monsoon rains and typhoons as well. Two
prominent officers who deserve the lion's share of the accolades are General Walter Krueger, commanding
the Sixth Army, and General Roberrt Eichelberger, leading the Eighth Army. Both had battlefield experience
and did a marvelous job as their troops fought at places with names such as Breakneck Ridge, Shoestring



Ridge and Ormoc Valley. In a highly unusual move, the Japanese used airborne infantry to parachute behind
the American lines to disrupt the flow of supplies and conduct raids. Prefer has penned a meticulous book,
complete with the order of battle for each side, a breakdown of U. S. casualties, detailed maps, and 16
photographs. It is a fitting story chronicling the bravery and sacrifices of the dogface GI, and the nearly
3,500 killed and another 10,000 wounded, who beat the very best that the enemy could throw at them and
freed the inhabitants of Leyte from a brutal occupation.
WWII Magazine

“…nicely crafted series of stories that focus on acts of bravery and leadership as practiced by American
infantrymen in face-to-face encounters with the Japanese. His stories put the reader in the front lines with
American officers, NCOs, and enlisted men as they encounter and overcome strong Japanese defensive
positions, deal with snipers and raiding parties, and resist Japanese counterattacks…”
Journal of America’s Military Past
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Jenkins:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Leyte, 1944: The
Soldiers' Battle? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Myrtle Hamer:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Leyte, 1944: The Soldiers'
Battle book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Carl Kile:

The e-book untitled Leyte, 1944: The Soldiers' Battle is the book that recommended to you to study. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when
write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might
get the e-book of Leyte, 1944: The Soldiers' Battle from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

David Blackwood:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Leyte, 1944: The Soldiers'
Battle which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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