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For more than thirty years, Kevin Phillips' insight into American politics and economics has helped to make
history as well as record it. His bestselling books, including The Emerging Republican Majority (1969) and
The Politics of Rich and Poor (1990), have influenced presidential campaigns and changed the way America
sees itself. Widely acknowledging Phillips as one of the nation's most perceptive thinkers, reviewers have
called him a latter-day Nostradamus and our "modern Thomas Paine." Now, in the first major book of its
kind since the 1930s, he turns his attention to the United States' history of great wealth and power, a
sweeping cavalcade from the American Revolution to what he calls "the Second Gilded Age" at the turn of
the twenty-first century.

The Second Gilded Age has been staggering enough in its concentration of wealth to dwarf the original
Gilded Age a hundred years earlier. However, the tech crash and then the horrible events of September 11,
2001, pointed out that great riches are as vulnerable as they have ever been. In Wealth and Democracy,
Kevin Phillips charts the ongoing American saga of great wealth–how it has been accumulated, its shifting
sources, and its ups and downs over more than two centuries. He explores how the rich and politically
powerful have frequently worked together to create or perpetuate privilege, often at the expense of the
national interest and usually at the expense of the middle and lower classes.

With intriguing chapters on history and bold analysis of present-day America, Phillips illuminates the
dangerous politics that go with excessive concentration of wealth. Profiling wealthy Americans–from Astor
to Carnegie and Rockefeller to contemporary wealth holders–Phillips provides fascinating details about the
peculiarly American ways of becoming and staying a multimillionaire. He exposes the subtle corruption
spawned by a money culture and financial power, evident in economic philosophy, tax favoritism, and
selective bailouts in the name of free enterprise, economic stimulus, and national security.

Finally, Wealth and Democracy turns to the history of Britain and other leading world economic powers to
examine the symptoms that signaled their declines–speculative finance, mounting international debt, record
wealth, income polarization, and disgruntled politics–signs that we recognize in America at the start of the
twenty-first century. In a time of national crisis, Phillips worries that the growing parallels suggest the tide
may already be turning for us all.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Nault:

Here thing why this kind of Wealth and Democracy: A Political History of the American Rich are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Wealth and Democracy: A Political History of the
American Rich giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is
no reserve that similar with Wealth and Democracy: A Political History of the American Rich. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of Wealth and Democracy: A Political History of the American Rich in e-book can be your
alternative.

Heather Wade:

The book with title Wealth and Democracy: A Political History of the American Rich contains a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Lily Spivey:

You will get this Wealth and Democracy: A Political History of the American Rich by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.

Doris Avey:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of book Wealth
and Democracy: A Political History of the American Rich. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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