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Revised and updated, this fifteenth anniversary edition of A Return to Modesty reignites Wendy Shalit’s
controversial claim that we have lost our respect for an essential virtue: modesty.

When A Return to Modesty was first published in 1999, its argument launched a worldwide discussion about
the possibility of innocence and romantic idealism. Wendy Shalit was the first to systematically critique the
“hook-up” scene and outline the harms of making sexuality so public.

Today, with social media increasingly blurring the line between public and private life, and with child
exploitation on the rise, the concept of modesty is more relevant than ever. Updated with a new preface that
addresses the unique problems facing society now, A Return to Modesty shows why “the lost virtue” of
modesty is not a hang-up that we should set out to cure, but rather a wonderful instinct to be celebrated.

A Return to Modesty is a deeply personal account as well as a fascinating intellectual exploration into
everything from seventeenth-century manners to the 1948 tune “Baby, It’s Cold Outside.” Beholden neither
to social conservatives nor to feminists, Shalit reminds us that modesty is not prudery, but a natural
instinct—and one that may be able to save us from ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Schulz:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This A Return to Modesty: Discovering the Lost Virtue book is readable through
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of A
Return to Modesty: Discovering the Lost Virtue content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you
continue to thinking A Return to Modesty: Discovering the Lost Virtue is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

David Marx:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled A Return to Modesty: Discovering the Lost Virtue can be
excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Solomon Steward:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love A Return to Modesty: Discovering the Lost
Virtue, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Yolanda Nitta:

This A Return to Modesty: Discovering the Lost Virtue is completely new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this A Return to
Modesty: Discovering the Lost Virtue can be the light food for you because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even
dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for



your better life and knowledge.
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