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From figurines to bumper stickers, Broadway to prime-time TV, angels have taken over America. Our
fascination with angels has become big business but, as Peter Gardella shows, this phenomenon has extended
well beyond the commercial world to attract and inspire people from all walks of life for a diverse array of
reasons.

Gardella's engaging study is the first to look objectively at the place of angels in American culture. He
explores in particular the emergence of a domestic religion of "useful angels" especially outside mainstream
churches-that has created a uniquely American faith, one that addresses everything from the sexuality of
angels to how angels and demons literally figure in the War on Terror.

Gardella explores the history of angels in America from Spanish colonialism and Puritan sermons to the
modern angel craze that overtook the nation in the 1990s in the wake of Sophy Burnham's bestselling A
Book of Angels. He argues that our collective fascination with angels seems especially linked to their
perceived utility as helpmates and describes how they have been incorporated into everything from healing
practices and child rearing to warding off evil and evoking love. But, Gardella argues, these angels are often
perceived as servants of man rather than agents of God, and this very servitude has helped codify our sense
of national uniqueness and righteousness.

Angel enthusiasm may be centered in America's heartland home of the Hallmark empire and Precious
Moments chapel but it extends everywhere, including our music, popular literature, advertising, television
shows, and Hollywood movies like It's a Wonderful Life, Michael, and City of Angels. And, as Gardella
shows, whether New Age or evangelical, these angels are becoming more multicultural, more physical, and
more intimately engaged with us all the time.

Beautifully and sympathetically written, but with a scholar's eye for pattern and detail, American Angels
mixes theology, psychology, sociology of religion, gender theory, and even film criticism to create an
unusually well-rounded survey of a uniquely American phenomenon. It shows us how the utility of angels
speaks to the very core of religion and will enlighten skeptics and believers alike.
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From reader reviews:

James Miguel:

The book American Angels: Useful Spirits in the Material World (CultureAmerica) make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book
American Angels: Useful Spirits in the Material World (CultureAmerica) to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a reserve American Angels: Useful
Spirits in the Material World (CultureAmerica). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication
or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jessica Ball:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular American Angels: Useful
Spirits in the Material World (CultureAmerica) book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Joan Naylor:

The e-book with title American Angels: Useful Spirits in the Material World (CultureAmerica) has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book
will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.

Suzanne Palmer:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be study. American Angels: Useful Spirits in the Material World (CultureAmerica) can be your
answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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