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Confronting the evils of World War II and building on the legacy of the 1776 Declaration of Independence
and the 1789 French Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, a group of world citizens including
Eleanor Roosevelt drafted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Adopted by the United Nations in
1948, the Universal Declaration has been translated into 300 languages and has become the basis for most
other international human rights texts and norms. In spite of the global success of this document, however, a
philosophical disconnect exists between what major theorists have said a human right is and the foundational
text of the very movement they advocate.

In Inherent Human Rights: Philosophical Roots of the Universal Declaration, philosopher and political
theorist Johannes Morsink offers an alternative to contemporary assumptions. A major historian of the
Universal Declaration, Morsink traces the philosophical roots of the Declaration back to the Enlightenment
and to a shared revulsion at the horrors of the Holocaust. He defends the Declaration's perspective that all
people have human rights simply by virtue of being born into the human family and that human beings have
these rights regardless of any government or court action (or inaction). Like mathematical principles, human
rights are truly universal, not the products of a particular culture, economic scheme, or political system. Our
understanding of their existence can be blocked only by madness and false ideologies. Morsink argues that
the drafters of the Declaration shared this metaphysical view of human rights. By denying the inherence of
human rights and their metaphysical nature, and removing the concepts of the Declaration from their
historical and philosophical context, contemporary constructivist scholars and pragmatic activists create an
unnecessary and potentially dangerous political fog. The book carefully dissects various human rights
models and ends with a defense of the Declaration's cosmopolitan vision against charges of unrealistic
utopianism and Western ethnocentrism.

Inherent Human Rights takes exception to the reigning view that the Golden Rule is the best defense of
human rights. Instead, it calls for us to "follow the lead of the Declaration's drafters and liberate the idea of
human rights from the realm of the political and the juridical, which is where contemporary theorists have
imprisoned it."
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Brooke:

The book Inherent Human Rights: Philosophical Roots of the Universal Declaration (Pennsylvania Studies in
Human Rights) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject.
If you can make studying a book Inherent Human Rights: Philosophical Roots of the Universal Declaration
(Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you
like open up and read a reserve Inherent Human Rights: Philosophical Roots of the Universal Declaration
(Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Donald Lombard:

This book untitled Inherent Human Rights: Philosophical Roots of the Universal Declaration (Pennsylvania
Studies in Human Rights) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you
read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you
can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this
reserve from your list.

Diana Brunswick:

The actual book Inherent Human Rights: Philosophical Roots of the Universal Declaration (Pennsylvania
Studies in Human Rights) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead
of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Jose Enriquez:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
Inherent Human Rights: Philosophical Roots of the Universal Declaration (Pennsylvania Studies in Human
Rights) provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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