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Drawing on a wonderful array of sources, from fashion magazines such as Harper's Bazaar and Vogue to
department store records and surviving garments, The American Look presents a rich and multi-faceted
exploration of the development of a distinct New York fashion style in the 1930s and 1940s.

Tracing the growth of the sportswear fashion industry from its functional origins to its adoption as casual
wear for all occasions by career women and housewives alike, author Rebecca Arnold shows how New
York's emergent style in the interwar period was both dynamic and modern--much like the city itself. She
argues that its essence was expressive of the American ideal of athletic, long-limbed figures and related to
theories of body image, gender and class; that its designers such as Claire McCardell, Clare Potter and Tina
Leser, were themselves embodiments of the modern, active woman; and that its style was connected not just
to ideals of patriotism and democracy, but to notions of cleanliness and hygiene.

Beautifully illustrated, The American Look offers a unique insight into fashion, modernity and ideas of
Americanness in the twentieth century. 
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From reader reviews:

Katrina Frey:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The American Look: Sportswear, Fashion and the Image of Women in
1930s and 1940s New York. Try to stumble through book The American Look: Sportswear, Fashion and the
Image of Women in 1930s and 1940s New York as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend
when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

John Silverstein:

The book The American Look: Sportswear, Fashion and the Image of Women in 1930s and 1940s New York
has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Ashley Wright:

The book untitled The American Look: Sportswear, Fashion and the Image of Women in 1930s and 1940s
New York contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works.
You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Marie Miles:

Beside this The American Look: Sportswear, Fashion and the Image of Women in 1930s and 1940s New
York in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The American Look:
Sportswear, Fashion and the Image of Women in 1930s and 1940s New York because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also
read it from at this point!
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