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The Spice Route is one of history’s greatest anomalies: shrouded in mystery, it existed long before anyone
knew of its extent or configuration. Spices came from lands unseen, possibly uninhabitable, and almost by
definition unattainable; that was what made them so desirable. Yet more livelihoods depended on this
pungent traffic, more nations participated in it, more wars were fought for it, and more discoveries resulted
from it than from any other global exchange. Epic in scope, marvelously detailed, laced with drama, The
Spice Route spans three millennia and circles the world to chronicle the history of the spice trade. With the
aid of ancient geographies, travelers’ accounts, mariners’ handbooks, and ships’ logs, John Keay tells of
ancient Egyptians who pioneered maritime trade to fetch the incense of Arabia, Graeco-Roman navigators
who found their way to India for pepper and ginger, Columbus who sailed west for spices, de Gama, who
sailed east for them, and Magellan, who sailed across the Pacific on the exact same quest. A veritable spice
race evolved as the west vied for control of the spice-producing islands, stripping them of their innocence
and the spice trade of its mystique. This enthralling saga, progressing from the voyages of the ancients to the
blue-water trade that came to prevail by the seventeenth century, transports us from the dawn of history to
the ends of the earth.
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From reader reviews:

Grady Long:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Spice Route: A History (California Studies in Food
and Culture). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important the book The Spice Route: A History (California Studies in Food and Culture). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Adam Cohn:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Spice Route: A History
(California Studies in Food and Culture) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick The Spice Route: A History (California
Studies in Food and Culture) become your current starter.

Bruce Crawford:

This The Spice Route: A History (California Studies in Food and Culture) is great e-book for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having The Spice Route: A History (California Studies in Food and Culture) in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten
or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt which?

Denise Wallis:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Spice Route: A History (California Studies in
Food and Culture) can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have
issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by



knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Spice Route:
A History (California Studies in Food and Culture).
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