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Hamid Naficy is one of the world’s leading authorities on Iranian film, and A Social History of Iranian
Cinema is his magnum opus. Covering the late nineteenth century to the early twenty-first and addressing
documentaries, popular genres, and art films, it explains Iran’s peculiar cinematic production modes, as well
as the role of cinema and media in shaping modernity and a modern national identity in Iran. This
comprehensive social history unfolds across four volumes, each of which can be appreciated on its own.

Volume 1 depicts and analyzes the early years of Iranian cinema. Film was introduced in Iran in 1900, three
years after the country’s first commercial film exhibitor saw the new medium in Great Britain. An artisanal
cinema industry sponsored by the ruling shahs and other elites soon emerged. The presence of women, both
on the screen and in movie houses, proved controversial until 1925, when Reza Shah Pahlavi dissolved the
Qajar dynasty. Ruling until 1941, Reza Shah implemented a Westernization program intended to unite,
modernize, and secularize his multicultural, multilingual, and multiethnic country. Cinematic representations
of a fast-modernizing Iran were encouraged, the veil was outlawed, and dandies flourished. At the same
time, photography, movie production, and movie houses were tightly controlled. Film production ultimately
proved marginal to state formation. Only four silent feature films were produced in Iran; of the five Persian-
language sound features shown in the country before 1941, four were made by an Iranian expatriate in India.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Heller:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication A Social History of Iranian
Cinema, Volume 1: The Artisanal Era, 1897-1941 will make you to be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search
of best book or suited book with you?

Annie Hernandez:

Here thing why that A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 1: The Artisanal Era, 1897-1941 are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 1:
The Artisanal Era, 1897-1941 giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 1: The
Artisanal Era, 1897-1941. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties
in bringing the paper book maybe the form of A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 1: The Artisanal
Era, 1897-1941 in e-book can be your alternative.

Rosalie Cox:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 1: The Artisanal Era, 1897-
1941 why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Richard Starkes:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This book A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 1: The Artisanal Era, 1897-1941
was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a



book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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