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On October 4, 1957, as Leave It to Beaver premiered on American television, the Soviet Union launched the
space age. Sputnik, all of 184 pounds with only a radio transmitter inside its highly polished shell, became
the first man-made object in space; while it immediately shocked the world, its long-term impact was even
greater, for it profoundly changed the shape of the twentieth century.

In his upcoming book, Washington journalist Paul Dickson chronicles the dramatic events and developments
leading up to and emanating from Sputnik's launch. Supported by groundbreaking, original research and
many recently declassified documents, Sputnik offers a fascinating profile of the early American and Soviet
space programs and a strikingly revised picture of the politics and personalities behind the facade of
America's fledgling efforts to get into space.

Although Sputnik was unmanned, its story is intensely human. Sputnik owed its success to many people,
from the earlier visionary, Konstantin Tsiolkovsky, whose theories were ahead of their time, to the Soviet
spokesmen strategically positioned around the world on the day the satellite was launched, who created one
of the greatest public-relations events of all time. Its chief designer, however?the brilliant Sergei
Korolev?remained a Soviet state secret until after his death.

Equally hidden from view was the political intrigue dominating America's early space program, as the
military services jockeyed for control and identity in a peacetime world. For years, former Nazi Wernher von
Braun, who ran the U.S. Army's missile program, lobbied incessantly that his Rocket Team should be handed
responsibility for the first Earth-orbiting satellite. He was outraged that Sputnik beat him and America into
space. For his part, President Eisenhower was secretly pleased that the Russians had launched first, because
by orbiting over the United States Sputnik established the principle of "freedom of space" that could justify
the spy satellites he thought essential to monitor Soviet missile buildup. As Dickson reveals, Eisenhower
was, in fact, much more a master of the Sputnik crisis than he appeared to be at the time and in subsequent
accounts.

The U.S. public reaction to Sputnik was monumental. In a single weekend, Americans were wrenched out of
a mood of national smugness and post-war material comfort. Initial shock at and fear of the Soviets'
intentions galvanized the country and swiftly prompted innovative developments that define our world today.
Sputnik directly or indirectly influenced nearly every aspect of American life, from the demise of the
suddenly superfluous tail fin and an immediate shift towards science in the classroom to the arms race that
defined the cold war, the competition to reach the Moon, and the birth of the Internet.

By shedding new light on a pivotal era, Paul Dickson expands our knowledge of the world we now inhabit,
and reminds us that the story of Sputnik goes far beyond technology and the beginning of the space age, and
that its implications are still being felt today.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Thomas:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Sputnik: The Shock of the Century will
make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

James Collins:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Sputnik: The Shock of the Century book is readable simply by
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
connected with Sputnik: The Shock of the Century content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So
, do you even now thinking Sputnik: The Shock of the Century is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Taylor Becker:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Sputnik: The Shock of the Century the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never
get previous to. The Sputnik: The Shock of the Century giving you a different experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Jack Lacasse:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Sputnik: The Shock of the Century was filled concerning science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read
a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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