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The last decade of the 20th century was marked by a shift in how welfare-states deal with those at the bottom
of the income ladder. This shift involved the introduction/strengthening of work-obligations as a condition
for receiving minimum income benefits - which, in some countries, was complemented by efforts to help
recipients return to the labour market, namely through the investment in active labour market policies
(ALMP).

Based on case-studies of developments in the US and eight European nations (UK, Norway, Denmark,
Netherlands, Germany, France, Portugal and the Czech Republic), this book argues that this first set of
reforms was followed by a second wave of reforms that, whilst deepening the path towards the focus on
work, brings important innovations- be it the tools used to help recipients back to the labour markets (ex.,
financial incentives) and in how activation policies are delivered (ex., integration of benefit and employment
services).

Looking at the array of developments introduced during this period, we discern two key trends.
The first concerns the strengthening of the role of the market in the governance of activation, which is visible
in the strengthening of the focus on work, or the marketisation of employment services. The second,
concerns a move towards the individualisation of service delivery, visible in the expansion of the use of
personal action plans or in efforts to streamline service delivery.

Finally, we show that the onset of the sovereign debt crisis in Europe, has triggered a new wave of reforms.
Whilst tentative only, our analysis points to a worrying trend of the curtailment or benefits (Portugal) and
activation services (Netherlands, Czech Republic) to minimum income recipients and, in parallel, a further
deepening of the focus on work-conditionality (UK and Norway).
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From reader reviews:

Robert Warden:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Activation or Workfare? Governance and the Neo-
Liberal Convergence (International Policy Exchange) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or suited book with you?

Douglas Wyss:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Activation or
Workfare? Governance and the Neo-Liberal Convergence (International Policy Exchange).

Mildred McConkey:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Activation or Workfare?
Governance and the Neo-Liberal Convergence (International Policy Exchange) is simple bringing you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lynn Hardie:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Activation or Workfare? Governance and the Neo-Liberal Convergence (International Policy Exchange).
Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from
one location to other place.
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