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At its heart, this book is a collection of personal accounts that speak to a variety of social concerns, from
youth crime and domestic violence to public education and health care. Told by children as well as adults,
these stories offer illuminating if sometimes disturbing testimony about the circumstances of life in the
contemporary United States. One story, for example, depicts the precarious world of a thirteen-year-old drug
dealer. Another presents the searing narrative of a woman convicted of killing her abusive husband. Still
another tells the painful saga of an "atomic" war veteran fighting the ravages of a disease induced and then
denied by his own government.

If the stories gathered by Thomas J. Cottle seem removed from the experience of some Americans, his telling
of them often blurs the line between the extraordinary and the ordinary. As he explains in his introduction,
the rules and rituals, institutions and conventions that define our social life link us in a fragile web of
interdependence, what Cottle calls "the ecology of peril." Viewed in this light, the lives we lead are all in
some sense "at risk," ever vulnerable to the harsh vicissitudes of inequity and injustice.

Cottle organizes his narratives into four sections -- on the perils of health, family, school, and society at
large. He concludes with an afterword that addresses some of the methodological issues raised by his
approach. A blend of subjective insight and objective assessment, art and science, this book represents a
vision of sociology as Cottle has practiced and refined it for more than thirty years. Alternately described as
"story sociology" or "life study research," its aim is to recover the personal, human dimension so often
overlooked in the scientific study of society.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Millican:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve At Peril: Stories of Injustice will make
you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Hannah Norton:

This At Peril: Stories of Injustice is great publication for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having At Peril: Stories of
Injustice in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this
is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Maria Hughes:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is At Peril: Stories of Injustice this e-book consist a lot of the information in
the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study
when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Raymond Dixon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you also know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually At Peril:
Stories of Injustice.
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