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An expansive biography of David Bowie, one of the twentieth century’s greatest music and cultural icons.

From noted author and rock ’n’ roll journalist Marc Spitz comes a major David Bowie biography to rival any
other. Following Bowie’s life from his start as David Jones, an R & B—loving kid from Bromley, England,
to his rise to rock ’n’ roll aristocracy as David Bowie, Bowie recounts his career but also reveals how much
his music has influenced other musicians and forever changed the landscape of the modern era. Along the
way, Spitz reflects on how growing up with Bowie as his soundtrack and how writing this definitive book on
Bowie influenced him in ways he never expected, adding a personal dimension that Bowie fans and those
passionate about art and culture will connect with and that no other bio on the artist offers.

Bowie takes an in-depth look at the culture of postwar England in which Bowie grew up, the mod and hippie
scenes of swinging London in the sixties, the sex and drug-fueled glitter scene of the early seventies when
Bowie’s alter-ego Ziggy Stardust was born, his rise to global stardom in the eighties and his subsequent
status as an elder statesman of alternative culture. Spitz puts each incarnation of Bowie into the context of its
era, creating a cultural time line that is intriguing both for its historical significance as well as for its
delineation of this rock ’n’ roll legend, the first musician to evolve a coherent vision after the death of the
sixties dream.

Amid the sex, drugs and rock ’n’ roll mayhem, a deeper portrait of the artist emerges. Bowie’s early
struggles to go from follower to leader, his tricky relationship with art and commerce and Buddhism and the
occult, his complicated family life, his open romantic relationship and, finally, his perceived disavowal of all
that made him a touchstone for outcasts are all thoughtfully explored. A fresh evaluation of his recorded
work, as well as his film, stage and video performances, is included as well.

Based on a hundred original interviews with those who knew him best and those familiar with his work,
including ex-wife Angie Bowie, former Bowie manager Kenneth Pitt, Siouxsie Sioux, Camille Paglia, Dick
Cavett, Todd Haynes, Ricky Gervais and Peter Frampton, Bowie gives us not only a portrait of one of the
most important artists in the last century, but also an honest examination of a truly revolutionary artist and
the unique impact he’s had across generations.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

John Buckner:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Bowie: A Biography.

Deborah Beaudry:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Bowie: A
Biography is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Mary McDonald:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their very
own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled Bowie: A Biography can be excellent book to read. May be it could
be best activity to you.

Mildred Shaw:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Bowie: A Biography when you essential it?
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