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In this sweeping interpretive history of mid-nineteenth-century Chicago, historians John B. Jentz and
Richard Schneirov boldly trace the evolution of a modern social order. Combining a mastery of historical
and political detail with a sophisticated theoretical frame, Jentz and Schneirov examine the dramatic
capitalist transition in Chicago during the critical decades from the 1850s through the 1870s, a period that
saw the rise of a permanent wage worker class and the formation of an industrial upper class.
 
Jentz and Schneirov demonstrate how a new political economy, based on wage labor and capital
accumulation in manufacturing, superseded an older mercantile economy that relied on speculative trading
and artisan production. The city's leading business interests were unable to stabilize their new system without
the participation of the new working class, a German and Irish ethnic mix that included radical ideas
transplanted from Europe. Jentz and Schneirov examine how debates over slave labor were transformed into
debates over free labor as the city's wage-earning working class developed a distinctive culture and politics.
 
The new social movements that arose in this era--labor, socialism, urban populism, businessmen's municipal
reform, Protestant revivalism, and women's activism--constituted the substance of a new post-bellum
democratic politics that took shape in the 1860s and '70s. When the Depression of 1873 brought increased
crime and financial panic, Chicago's new upper class developed municipal reform in an attempt to reassert its
leadership. Setting local detail against a national canvas of partisan ideology and the seismic structural shifts
of Reconstruction, Chicago in the Age of Capital vividly depicts the upheavals integral to building
capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Doug Herring:

Why? Because this Chicago in the Age of Capital: Class, Politics, and Democracy during the Civil War and
Reconstruction (Working Class in American History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier
to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Peter Mullins:

The book untitled Chicago in the Age of Capital: Class, Politics, and Democracy during the Civil War and
Reconstruction (Working Class in American History) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Andrew Comer:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This book Chicago in the Age of Capital: Class, Politics, and Democracy during the
Civil War and Reconstruction (Working Class in American History) was filled regarding science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In
the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Dwight Bailey:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Chicago in the Age of Capital: Class, Politics, and
Democracy during the Civil War and Reconstruction (Working Class in American History) was vibrant and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Chicago in the Age of Capital: Class, Politics, and
Democracy during the Civil War and Reconstruction (Working Class in American History) has many kinds
or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel



happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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