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From the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Battle Cry of Freedom, a powerful new reckoning with Jefferson
Davis as military commander of the Confederacy

History has not been kind to Jefferson Davis. His cause went down in disastrous defeat and left the South
impoverished for generations. If that cause had succeeded, it would have torn the United States in two and
preserved the institution of slavery. Many Americans in Davis’s own time and in later generations
considered him an incompetent leader, if not a traitor. Not so, argues James M. McPherson. In Embattled
Rebel, McPherson shows us that Davis might have been on the wrong side of history, but it is too easy to
diminish him because of his cause’s failure. In order to understand the Civil War and its outcome, it is
essential to give Davis his due as a military leader and as the president of an aspiring Confederate nation.

Davis did not make it easy on himself. His subordinates and enemies alike considered him difficult,
egotistical, and cold. He was gravely ill throughout much of the war, often working from home and even
from his sickbed. Nonetheless, McPherson argues, Davis shaped and articulated the principal policy of the
Confederacy with clarity and force: the quest for independent nationhood. Although he had not been a fire-
breathing secessionist, once he committed himself to a Confederate nation he never deviated from this goal.
In a sense, Davis was the last Confederate left standing in 1865.

As president of the Confederacy, Davis devoted most of his waking hours to military strategy and operations,
along with Commander Robert E. Lee, and delegated the economic and diplomatic functions of strategy to
his subordinates. Davis was present on several battlefields with Lee and even took part in some tactical
planning; indeed, their close relationship stands as one of the great military-civilian partnerships in history.

Most critical appraisals of Davis emphasize his choices in and management of generals rather than his
strategies, but no other chief executive in American history exercised such tenacious hands-on influence in
the shaping of military strategy. And while he was imprisoned for two years after the Confederacy’s
surrender awaiting a trial for treason that never came, and lived for another twenty-four years, he never once
recanted the cause for which he had fought and lost. McPherson gives us Jefferson Davis as the commander
in chief he really was, showing persuasively that while Davis did not win the war for the South, he
was scarcely responsible for losing it.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Embattled Rebel: Jefferson Davis as
Commander in Chief is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Mark McKinney:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really
feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Embattled Rebel:
Jefferson Davis as Commander in Chief is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Michelle Morrow:

This Embattled Rebel: Jefferson Davis as Commander in Chief are usually reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Embattled Rebel: Jefferson Davis as
Commander in Chief can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this Embattled Rebel: Jefferson Davis as Commander in Chief forcing you
to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Ronald Tanaka:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Embattled Rebel: Jefferson Davis as Commander in
Chief was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Embattled Rebel:
Jefferson Davis as Commander in Chief has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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