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“What does it mean to be lonely?” Thomas Dumm asks. His inquiry, documented in this book, takes us
beyond social circumstances and into the deeper forces that shape our very existence as modern individuals.
The modern individual, Dumm suggests, is fundamentally a lonely self. Through reflections on philosophy,
political theory, literature, and tragic drama, he proceeds to illuminate a hidden dimension of the human
condition. His book shows how loneliness shapes the contemporary division between public and private, our
inability to live with each other honestly and in comity, the estranged forms that our intimate relationships
assume, and the weakness of our common bonds.

A reading of the relationship between Cordelia and her father in Shakespeare’s King Lear points to the most
basic dynamic of modern loneliness?how it is a response to the problem of the “missing mother.” Dumm
goes on to explore the most important dimensions of lonely experience?Being, Having, Loving, and
Grieving. As the book unfolds, he juxtaposes new interpretations of iconic cultural texts?Moby-Dick, Death
of a Salesman, the film Paris, Texas, Emerson’s “Experience,” to name a few?with his own experiences of
loneliness, as a son, as a father, and as a grieving husband and widower.

Written with deceptive simplicity, Loneliness as a Way of Life is something rare?an intellectual study that is
passionately personal. It challenges us, not to overcome our loneliness, but to learn how to re-inhabit it in a
better way. To fail to do so, this book reveals, will only intensify the power that it holds over us.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Hershey:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Loneliness as a Way of Life book
as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Judith Craig:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Loneliness as a Way of Life it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily
to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Johanna Land:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Loneliness as a Way of Life your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
guide then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The
Loneliness as a Way of Life giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Janice Hayes:

Loneliness as a Way of Life can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every
word into delight arrangement in writing Loneliness as a Way of Life although doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.
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