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What is algebra? For some, it is an abstract language of x's and y's. For mathematics majors and professional
mathematicians, it is a world of axiomatically defined constructs like groups, rings, and fields. Taming the
Unknown considers how these two seemingly different types of algebra evolved and how they relate. Victor
Katz and Karen Parshall explore the history of algebra, from its roots in the ancient civilizations of Egypt,
Mesopotamia, Greece, China, and India, through its development in the medieval Islamic world and
medieval and early modern Europe, to its modern form in the early twentieth century.

Defining algebra originally as a collection of techniques for determining unknowns, the authors trace the
development of these techniques from geometric beginnings in ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia and classical
Greece. They show how similar problems were tackled in Alexandrian Greece, in China, and in India, then
look at how medieval Islamic scholars shifted to an algorithmic stage, which was further developed by
medieval and early modern European mathematicians. With the introduction of a flexible and operative
symbolism in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, algebra entered into a dynamic period characterized by
the analytic geometry that could evaluate curves represented by equations in two variables, thereby solving
problems in the physics of motion. This new symbolism freed mathematicians to study equations of degrees
higher than two and three, ultimately leading to the present abstract era.

Taming the Unknown follows algebra's remarkable growth through different epochs around the globe.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Legros:

This book untitled Taming the Unknown: A History of Algebra from Antiquity to the Early Twentieth
Century to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or
you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
guide from your list.

Rudy Nixon:

The actual book Taming the Unknown: A History of Algebra from Antiquity to the Early Twentieth Century
will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Taming the Unknown: A
History of Algebra from Antiquity to the Early Twentieth Century is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lula Estes:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Taming the Unknown: A History of
Algebra from Antiquity to the Early Twentieth Century that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Taming the Unknown: A History of Algebra
from Antiquity to the Early Twentieth Century become your personal starter.

David Moore:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
to you personally is Taming the Unknown: A History of Algebra from Antiquity to the Early Twentieth
Century this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of
you.
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