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This study uses the participation of free colored men, whether mulatos, pardos, or morenos (i.e., Afro-
Spaniards, Afro-Indians, or "pure blacks"), in New Spain's militias as a prism for examining race relations,
racial identity, racial categorization, and issues of social mobility for racially stigmatized groups in colonial
Mexico. By 1793, nearly 10 percent of New Spain's population was made up of people who could trace some
African ancestry—people subject to more legal disabilities and social discrimination than mestizos, who in
turn fell below white creoles, who in turn fell below the Spanish-born, in the stratified and caste-like society
of colonial Spanish America.

The originality of this study lies in approaching race via a single, important institution, the military, rather
than via abstractions or examples taken from particular regions or single runs of legal documents. By
exploring the lives of tens of thousands of part-time and full-time free colored soldiers, who served the
colony as volunteers or conscripts, and by adopting a multi-regional approach, the author is able not only to
show how military institutions evolved with reference to race and vice versa, but to do so in a manner that
reveals discontinuities and regional differences as well as historical trends. He also is able to examine black
lives beyond the institution of slavery and to achieve a more nuanced impression of the meaning of freedom
in colonial times.

From the 1550s on, free colored forces figured prominently in the colony's military forces, and units of free
colored soldiers evolved with increasing autonomy in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The author
concludes, however, that the Bourbon reforms of the 1760s—which clearly expanded the military
establishment and the role of Spanish soldiers born in the New World—came at the expense of free colored
companies, which experienced a reduction in both numbers and institutional privileges.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Zakrzewski:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Bearing Arms for His
Majesty: The Free-Colored Militia in Colonial Mexico book because this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Sharon Novick:

You may get this Bearing Arms for His Majesty: The Free-Colored Militia in Colonial Mexico by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.

Ilene Cody:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
Bearing Arms for His Majesty: The Free-Colored Militia in Colonial Mexico.

Alex Santana:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Bearing Arms for His Majesty:
The Free-Colored Militia in Colonial Mexico to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
start a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Bearing Arms for His Majesty: The Free-Colored Militia in
Colonial Mexico can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing
of the time.
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