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2014 has the potential to go down as a crucial year in modern world history. A resurgent and bellicose
Russia took over Crimea and fueled a civil war in Eastern Ukraine. Post-Saddam Iraq, in many respects a
creature of the United States because of the war that began in 2003, lost a third of its territory to an army of
hyper-violent millennialists. The peace process in Israel seemed to completely collapse. Finally, after
coalescing in Syria as a territorial entity, the Islamic State swept into northern Iraq and through northeastern
Syria, attracting legions of recruits from Europe and the Middle East. In short, the post-Cold War security
order that the US had constructed after 1991 seemed to be coming apart at the seams.

David Kilcullen was one of the architects of America's strategy in the late phases of the second Gulf War,
and also spent time in Afghanistan and other hotspots. In Blood Year, he provides a wide-angle view of the
current situation in the Middle East and analyzes how America and the West ended up in such dire
circumstances. Whereas in 2008 it appeared that the U.S. might pull a modest stalemate from the jaws of
defeat in Iraq, six years later the situation had reversed. After America pulled out of Iraq completely in 2011,
the Shi'ite president cut Sunnis out of the power structure and allowed Iranian influence to grow. And from
the debris of Assad's Syria arose an extremist Sunni organization even more radical than Al Qaeda. Unlike
Al Qaeda, ISIS was intent on establishing its own state, and within a remarkably short time they did.
Interestingly, Kilcullen highlights how embittered former Iraqi Ba'athist military officers were key
contributors to ISIS's military successes.

Kilcullen lays much of the blame on Bush's initial decision to invade Iraq (which had negative secondary
effects in Afghanistan), but also takes Obama to task for simply withdrawing and adopting a "leading from
behind" strategy. As events have proven, Kilcullen contends, withdrawal was a fundamentally misguided
plan. The U.S. had uncorked the genie, and it had a responsibility to at least attempt to keep it under control.
Instead, the U.S. is at a point where administration officials state that the losses of Ramadi and Palmyra are
manageable setbacks. Kilcullen argues that the U.S. needs to re-engage in the region, whether it wants to or
not, because it is largely responsible for the situation that is now unfolding. Blood Year is an essential read
for anyone interested in understanding not only why the region that the U.S. invaded a dozen years ago has
collapsed into utter chaos, but also what it can do to alleviate the grim situation.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Cobb:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Blood Year: The Unraveling of Western Counterterrorism.

Sharon Bradley:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book called Blood Year: The Unraveling
of Western Counterterrorism? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Scott Harrington:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Blood Year: The Unraveling of
Western Counterterrorism will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with
you?

Herbert Oakley:

Why? Because this Blood Year: The Unraveling of Western Counterterrorism is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.
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