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Before becoming the second socialist country in the world (after the Soviet Union) in 1921, Mongolia had
been a Buddhist feudal theocracy. Combatting the influence of the dominant Buddhist establishment to win
the hearts and minds of the Mongolian people was one of the most important challenges faced by the new
socialist government. It would take almost a decade and a half to resolve the "lama question," and it would
be answered with brutality, destruction, and mass killings. Chris Kaplonski examines this critical, violent
time in the development of Mongolia as a nation-state and its ongoing struggle for independence and
recognition in the twentieth century. Unlike most studies that explore violence as the primary means by
which states deal with their opponents, The Lama Question argues that the decision to resort to violence in
Mongolia was not a quick one; neither was it a long-term strategy nor an out-of control escalation of orders
but the outcome of a complex series of events and attempts by the government to be viewed as legitimate by
the population. Kaplonski draws on a decade of research and archival resources to investigate the
problematic relationships between religion and politics and geopolitics and bio politics in early socialist
Mongolia, as well as the multitude of state actions that preceded state brutality. By examining the incidents
and transformations that resulted in violence and by viewing violence as a process rather than an event, his
work not only challenges existing theories of political violence, but also offers another approach to the
anthropology of the state. In particular, it presents an alternative model to philosopher Georgio Agamben's
theory of sovereignty and the state of exception. The Lama Question will be of interest to scholars and
students of violence, the state, bio politics, Buddhism, and socialism, as well as to those interested in the
history of Mongolia and Asia in general.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Rode:

This The Lama Question book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This The Lama Question
without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
become worry The Lama Question can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This The Lama Question
having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Marjorie Brown:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled The Lama Question can be excellent book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Elaine Roberts:

Often the book The Lama Question has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get
a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this
book.

Gina Reiter:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book The
Lama Question. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.
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