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 A History of the U.S. in 20 Movies: an All-Movie History Course / Volume One the First Ten Movies
provides an accurate, thorough overview of American history by explaining interesting movies based on
American history, all of which are available on Netflix and/or Amazon. This is a fun history course packed
into one book and twenty movies. This book will walk you through each movie using virtually every
appropriate detail, providing historical context, explaining historical references, pointing out pertinent
cinematic devices, and even occasionally tossing-in a tidbit of Hollywood history.
 
Over two hundred and fifty films are referenced in both volumes one and two (making this book also a
resource for teachers).
Almost without noticing, you are going to absorb an accurate overview, an outline, a satellite photo image of
the contours of the story of America. Like an introductory course, this book will help provide the
indispensable foundation for more detailed knowledge in the future. Of course, the book can also be used
piecemeal for brushing-up on a particular period in an entertaining way. 
In essence, this is an illustrated lecture, using a variation of the technique used by PBS and the History
Channel: reenactments intercut with expert talking heads. Except here, the movies are the reenactments and
A History of the U.S. in 20 Movies is the expert talking head. The movies and this book entertain by
emphasizing history as human drama, which is what we go to movies for and what movies go to history for.
The dates, the statistics, the treaties, etc. are here in abundance, but they are presented in a way that enhances
the narrative.
 
There is one movie per chapter and three sections in each chapter. The first section, "Before," prepares you
by providing background and explaining the beginning, while avoiding spoilers. The second section, "After,"
explains the whole movie, completes the history, and generally adds whatever might be missing from the
movie that is indispensable for the fullest understanding of the subject of the movie and/or the period in
which it is set. The third section, "Recommendations," describes other relevant movies and documentaries
that complement the one chosen, including the one or two other films that in some cases might just as well
have been used in place of the one chosen. Those two hundred and fifty films have been honed to an
indispensable core twenty. That is the least intimidating and the bare minimum that provides enough
references for a thorough overview of U.S. history. 
The standards for choosing a film were: 1) it had to have an historically important subject, and/or (2) at least
be rich in references to its period, and (3) it had to be at least watchable. However, many of the films here are
Emmy or Oscar winners and some are based on Pulitzer Prize winning books or plays. If the choice was
between two or more films equal in usable historical references for the same period, the esthetically superior
was chosen. Some of the films included in this book are historically significant themselves, such as Little Big
Man (1970), and that will be explained as well.
 
This book required the rare combination of expertise in film history and production with exhaustive
knowledge of American history. Author M. W. Jacobs wrote, directed, produced, and edited a low-budget
feature film in the early Eighties (available on You Tube). In the late Eighties, he worked for George Lucas'
special effects division, Industrial Light and Magic. After that, as a history teacher for nearly twenty years,
he searched for the most effective way to teach the subject that polls perennially rank as students' least



favorite. A History of the U.S. in 20 Movies: an All-Movie History Course is the result of that search.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Shanks:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A History of the U.S. in 20
Movies: an All-Movie History Course (Volume 1). All type of book would you see on many methods. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Joseph Benoit:

Beside this kind of A History of the U.S. in 20 Movies: an All-Movie History Course (Volume 1) in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live
in narrow small town. It is good thing to have A History of the U.S. in 20 Movies: an All-Movie History
Course (Volume 1) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Alma Lewis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
is niagra A History of the U.S. in 20 Movies: an All-Movie History Course (Volume 1).

Willie Carlos:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book A History of the U.S. in 20 Movies: an
All-Movie History Course (Volume 1) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open
a book and read it. Beside that the e-book A History of the U.S. in 20 Movies: an All-Movie History Course
(Volume 1) can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of their time.
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