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"Literature matters," says Paul B. Armstrong, "for what it reveals about human experience, and the very
different perspective of neuroscience on how the brain works is part of that story." In How Literature Plays
with the Brain, Armstrong examines the parallels between certain features of literary experience and
functions of the brain. His central argument is that literature plays with the brain through experiences of
harmony and dissonance which set in motion oppositions that are fundamental to the neurobiology of mental
functioning. These oppositions negotiate basic tensions in the operation of the brain between the drive for
pattern, synthesis, and constancy and the need for flexibility, adaptability, and openness to change.

The challenge, Armstrong argues, is to account for the ability of readers to find incommensurable meanings
in the same text, for example, or to take pleasure in art that is harmonious or dissonant, symmetrical or
distorted, unified or discontinuous and disruptive.

How Literature Plays with the Brain is the first book to use the resources of neuroscience and
phenomenology to analyze aesthetic experience. For the neuroscientific community, the study suggests that
different areas of research?the neurobiology of vision and reading, the brain-body interactions underlying
emotions?may be connected to a variety of aesthetic and literary phenomena. For critics and students of
literature, the study engages fundamental questions within the humanities: What is aesthetic experience?
What happens when we read a literary work? How does the interpretation of literature relate to other ways of
knowing?
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Leatherman:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this How Literature Plays with the Brain: The Neuroscience of
Reading and Art.

Chris Wolf:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book How Literature Plays with the Brain:
The Neuroscience of Reading and Art. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Kerry Giles:

Beside this How Literature Plays with the Brain: The Neuroscience of Reading and Art in your phone, it
might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have How Literature Plays with the Brain: The Neuroscience of Reading and Art
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
this? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Wiley Wagner:

This How Literature Plays with the Brain: The Neuroscience of Reading and Art is fresh way for you who
has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you
in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
How Literature Plays with the Brain: The Neuroscience of Reading and Art can be the light food for you
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself
in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think
that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any
in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you.



So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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