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Paul R. Pillar’s provocative new book ties the American public’s misconceptions about foreign threats and
behaviors to the nation’s history and geography, arguing that American success in international relations is
achieved often in spite of rather than because of the public’s worldview. These cultural and political
misunderstandings run deep, Pillar explains, and persist even when subsequent events contradict them.

A host of social, economic, and geographical advantages has coarsened America's attitude toward other, less
fortunate countries. Being insulated by two immense oceans makes it hard for Americans to appreciate the
concerns of more exposed countries. American democracy’s rapid rise fools many into thinking the same
liberal system can flourish anywhere. Having populated a vast continent with relative ease impedes
understanding of conflicts between different peoples over other lands.

Drawing a fascinating line from colonial times to America’s handling of modern international terrorism,
Pillar shows how presumption and misperception turned Finlandization into a dirty word in American policy
circles, bolstered the “for us or against us” attitude that characterized the policies of the George W. Bush
administration, and continue to obscure the reasons behind Iraq’s close relationship with Iran. Fundamental
misunderstandings have created a cycle in which threats are underestimated before an attack occurs and then
are overestimated after they happen. By shining a light on this longstanding tradition of misperception, Pillar
hopes the United States can develop policies that better address international realities rather than biased
beliefs.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Huynh:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Why
America Misunderstands the World: National Experience and Roots of Misperception book because book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you know.

Morris Whitfield:

Precisely why? Because this Why America Misunderstands the World: National Experience and Roots of
Misperception is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Julie Boyle:

Beside this particular Why America Misunderstands the World: National Experience and Roots of
Misperception in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being
worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Why America
Misunderstands the World: National Experience and Roots of Misperception because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book
along with read it from right now!

Mildred McConkey:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes examining,
not only science book but additionally novel and Why America Misunderstands the World: National
Experience and Roots of Misperception or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even



students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Why America Misunderstands the World: National Experience and
Roots of Misperception to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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